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Richard Vann is Professor Emeritus at the University of Sydney, Australia (previously Challis Professor of Law) and 
has taught at law schools at Harvard, NYU, London, Oxford and elsewhere. Richard has worked in the past at the IMF 
and OECD and held many Government and private sector consultancies around the world. He is currently a consultant 
to PwC Sydney.  
Richard specialises in tax reform and corporate and international taxation on which he has published widely both in 
Australia and internationally. 
He is a life member of IFA and has held many IFA positions including chair 2010-2014 of the IFA-OECD seminar at 
the annual Congress, member of the IFA Permanent Scientific Committee, inaugural chair of the IFA Asia Pacific 
Committee and chair of the IFA Australian branch. 
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Ryann Thomas is an corporate tax services partner at PwC Tax Japan. After joining the firm in mid 2001, Ms. Thomas 
worked initially in the transfer pricing area, but has worked more recently in providing general international tax services 
for multinational enterprises. Her client base is primarily foreign headquartered companies conducting inbound business 
to Japan, although she also works with a number of Japanese headquartered corporations. 
Prior to coming to Japan, Ms. Thomas worked as a barrister and solicitor in commercial and private litigation in New 
Zealand.  
Ms. Thomas is a former treasurer of the Australian New Zealand Chamber of Commerce in Japan, and a former governor, 
treasurer and vice president of the American Chamber of Commerce in Japan. 
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P.V.S.S. Prasad is a practising Chartered Accountant and is Partner of M/s. Prasad & Prasad, Chartered Accountants, 
Hyderabad, India since 1986.  He is the immediate past Chair of IFA India Branch 2023-25. 
He was  appointed as one of the Branch Reporters for IFA Congress 2010 that was held at Rome, Italy on the subject 
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“Tax Treaties and Tax Avoidance: Application of Anti-Avoidance Provisions”.   He was invited to speak at IFA Asia 
/ Africa Conference held in MAURITIUS in May 2012, May 2014 and May 2016. Contributed to the Technical Guide 
(2024 edition) on BEPS Action Plans and Multilateral Instrument (“MLI”) published by the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India. 
He was invited as speaker in IFA APAC Conferences held in Seoul (2016), Hong Kong (2024), Kuala Lumpur (2025) 
He was invited to speak at the IFA Congress recently held in Lisbon, Portugal in October 2025. 
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Bartjan is a Dutch tax partner and co-head of the London office of Loyens & Loeff. He is an expert in (international) 
tax matters and cross border investments. 
He worked and lived in Tokyo for several years, set up L&L’s Central and Eastern Europe team . He became involved 
in tax policy matters and a strong believer in the importance of an excellent Dutch investment climate. 
Bartjan was chairman of the Dutch Association of Tax Advisers (NOB) from June 2018 until June 2021. Between 2008 
and 2016, Bartjan was already a board member of the NOB, where he chaired the International Tax Affairs Committee. 
Until the end of 2017 he was also chairman of NOB's Dutch Investment Climate Committee. 
He is a much sought-after guest speaker and writer on real estate investments, investment climate, tax policy, tax 
governance, ESG and other topics that fall within his field of expertise. 
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Prof. Emer. Chang Hee Lee of the Seoul National University School of Law is a Senior Advisor at Shin & Kim, mainly 
practicing in the areas of General Tax Consulting, M&A, and Corporate Accounting. 
Prof. Lee received the LL.M. and the SJD degrees from the Harvard Law School in 1991 and 1994, and has taught tax 
law for over 30 years in the Seoul National University School of Law, Harvard Law School, NYU Law School, 
University of Tokyo and other places around the world. He also served as a non-standing judge in the Korean Tax 
Tribunal and performed public roles for the Ministry of Economy and Finance, the Tax Tribunal, the Financial 
Supervisory Service, the Korea Exchange, tetc. In recognition of his contributions, he was honored with the Red Stripes 
Order of Service Merit in 2012. He was a general reporter for Subject 2 (Withholding Tax) in the IFA 2018 Congress in 
Seoul.   
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